1966 Chevrolet Chevelle SS 396

Like other GM intermediates, it was reskinned, though dimensions hardly
changed. SS models got a blackout grille and a new hood with nonfunctional
vents. With engines of around 400 cid now obligatory in this game, Chevy made
the 396-cid V-8 standard, so all its midsize muscle cars were now Chevelle SS
396s.

But instead of the 375-bhp Z-16 396 that bowed midway through the '65 model
year, the '66s got detuned 396s rated at 325 bhp in base Turbo-Jet guise and
360 bhp in optional L34 form. Both new mills had 10.25:1 compression, but the
L34 got a taller cam, stronger block, and larger four-barrel. It cost $105 extra
and nearly one-third of SS 396 buyers ordered it. Still, the L34's mid 15s at
around 90 mph in the quarter were pretty ordinary.
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